
HB803-$7500 Exemption 

HB803 Building Permit Exemptions for Residential Properties 

State legislation, HB 803, has been enacted and is effective July 1, 2026, establishing 
building permit exemptions for single-family residential properties. 

Exemption Type 1: Work Valued at Less Than $7,500: 

Section 553.79(g) of the Florida Statutes, enacted with HB803, requires the City of Lake 
Helen to exempt owners of single-family residential properties and their contractors from 
the requirement to obtain a building permit for work valued at less than $7,500.   

Exceptions: 

The following types of work are not eligible for the HB803 exemption (regardless of costs): 

a. Work on a property that is partially or entirely located in a flood hazard area as defined by
the Florida Building Code.

b. Any electrical, plumbing, structural, mechanical, or gas work performed on property
containing a single-family dwelling.

c. A construction project may not be divided into more than one project for the purpose of
evading the requirements of this paragraph.

d. Zoning-related work, such as fences and driveways, which are issued Land Development
Code permits.

How to Request This Exemption: 

Section 553.79(g) of the Florida Statutes, enacted with HB803, requires the owner or the 
owner's contractor must: 

a. Complete the exemption request form by email to permits@lakehelen.org. 

b. Include a copy of the contract or other documentation demonstrating the nature and the 
value of the work to be performed.

Notice: 
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The City of Lake Helen has no legal duty to the owner, contractor, or their successors or 
assigns for any work performed under this exemption. 

Exemption Type 2: Work Valued at Less Than $7,500: 

Section 553.79(g) of the Florida Statutes, enacted with HB803, provides an exemption for 
an owner of a single-family dwelling or the owner's contractor from the requirement to 
obtain a building permit for the installation of temporary residential hurricane and flood 
protection walls or barriers that meet all of the following conditions: 

1. The wall or barrier is non-load-bearing and non-habitable.

2. The wall or barrier is installed on the residential property of a single-family dwelling, two-
family dwelling, or townhouse.

3. The wall or barrier is constructed to mitigate or prevent storm surge or floodwaters from
entering a structure or property.

4. The wall or barrier is installed by a contractor licensed under Part I of Chapter 489,
Florida Statutes.

5. The wall or barrier complies with all applicable local zoning, drainage, easement, and
setback requirements.

*All five conditions must be satisfied. If any condition is not met, a permit is required.

How to Request This Exemption: 

Section 553.79(g) of the Florida Statutes, enacted with HB803, requires the owner or the 
owner's contractor must: 

a. Complete the exemption request form by email to permits@lakehelen.org.

b. Include a copy of the contract or other documentation demonstrating the nature and the 
value of the work to be performed.

Notice: 

The City of Lake Helen has no legal duty to the owner, contractor, or their successors or 
assigns for any work performed under this exemption. 
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